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Covent Garden Cheatre. 


TRAGEDY OF THE GAMESTER. 

Ar a period when the public mind is agitated in an extraardinary 
degree by the recent discovery of a foul crime, derivable from the 
demoralizing principles imbibed at the gaming table, it well became 
the Managers of this Theatre, to seize the o¢casion as a proper one 
for presenting a ‘drama that exhibits in glowing colours the atrocities, 
of a habitual gamester, and the miseries of an amiable man, con- 
ducted gradually by the delusions of play; to rain and madness, 


In offering Moore's Tragedy of The Gamester, at the present mo- 
ment, they have most properly attended'to one of the high: purposes 
of a National Stage, which is—To Aoid the Mérror up to Nature, &c,' 


It is by such attention to the state of public feeling that the utility 
of the drama is proved, and its character elevated by the power it 
possesses of supporting and’ extending the best interests of so- 
ciety. The Tragedy in question, draws. a melancholy picture of 
daring viee, and all the horrors'of a naturally virtuous mind led 
into the loss of its own esteem, and to desperation at the bad re- 
sult of every adventirous attempt. In the former character, we see 
nothing but the long initiated, hardened villain, whose heart has ‘ne’ 
compunctious visitings, and whose glory consists in the extent of: 
misery he can produce. Stuhely is a_wvretch who vainly, supposes 
that dexterity and artifice are capable of obtaining him. suceess ii) 
every thing he undertakes. But, gamester as he.is in.every threwef, 
life, he fails, as every villain does, in calculating the sum of) prin+ 
ciple in others. In his base confederates there are found a few latent™ 
grains of commisseration, that prove sufficient, easily to destroy at 
once his deepest laid. plans: Thus is it ever with all combinations 
of the vicious—the ‘means for their detection, and often for their 
final extinction, are inherently amongst-themselves. Their bond of 
amity is only an agreement for the division’of spoil; and the.very 
object of their union is likely to create its.dissolution, whenever: the 
prey is tempting enough, and exists in their own bedy. The other 
character in the Tragedy which chiefly draws attention and pity,, is 
Beverley, whom virtue, and fortune. had, blessed with every: means 
forthe enjoyment of life. But the, pleasures of the, gaming-table 
laid him open.to the, arts, of.a designing villain—robbed him first. of 
his owa fortune, then of that of a confiding sister—lost him the en- 





























THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 


joyment of his onee happy home—excladed him from the smiles of a 
beloved wife and a darling child, & rendered the efforts of real friend- 
ship suspected and unavailing. The deeper in misfortune, the more 
was he a desperate dupe, until added folly and crime brought his 
racked feelings to a climax /of fury and horror, that could find no 
relief but in self-destruction. Our limited space obliges us to defer 
any remarks on the acting until to-morrow. We can, however, say, 
that it was, in general, excellent; and the Tragedy was announced 
for Friday amidst great applause. Mrs. Bart.gy’s return to the 
stage, in the character of Mrs. Beverley, was marked with the high- 
est satisfaction by the audience.—There was a good house. 


Drurp Bane Theatre. 


Mr. Macreapy appeared as Rob Roy on Saturday, and powerfully 
supported that character. Mrs. Buns made a great impression on 
the audience by her performance of Helen Macgregor. Miss Povsy, 
as Diana, sang prettily ; and Mr. Lisron was an amusing Bailie — 
There was an excellent bouse. 


The ApEcpni continues to attract crowded audiences, and Down 
the Area! is all the go, 

Oty»ic.—This evening a new Burletta, entitled Life in a Hotel ; 
or, Dead! Buried! and up again! with Giovannia in Botany, and 
a new Burletta, called 4 Race for a Wife; or, the Man of Two 
Masters. 


Bara Tuearre.—A diabolical Act was committed at the Bath 
Theatre, during the recess. Some person or persons, by means at 
present unknown, obtained admittance, and selected several ex- 
ceedingly valuable scenes. such as were wanted almost every night, 
and completely speiled them, by daubing them with oil and a mixture 
of variegated paints. A -reward of forty guineas is offered by the 
Proprietors to any one who will diseover the offenders. 


Mr. Liston, the Comedian.—lIt is reported that a distant relative 
of this gentleman, lately dead , who admired his public talents, and 
respected his private worth, has bequeathed him property to the 
amount of £9000. 


The new Scenery in “ Cortez ; or, the Conquest of Mexico.” 

Scene 1.—Spanish Encampment, near St. Juan de Ulua. 2. Tlascalan Hut and 
Landscape. 3. The Harbour of Villa Rica dela Vera Cruz. 4, The Des- 
truction of the Spanish Fleet. 5. A Romantic Pass near Tlascala. 6. A 
Defile among the Mountains. 7. Battle of the Spaniards and Tlascalans. 
8. Tlascalan Hut, as before. 9. Distant View of Cholula. 10. Chamber in 
a Cholulan Palace. 11. Summit of the Grand Temple of Cholula, 12. Vol- 
canic Mountains in the Neighbourhood of Cholula, and a Bird’s-eye View 
of the Valley, Lake, and City of Mexico. 13. Forest of Pines. Interioe 
of the Forest, 15. Garden at Iztapalapan, on the Borders of the Mexjcan 
Lake, the last Halt of the Spaniards on the March to Mexico, 16. The 
Grand Causeway of the City of Mexico, and Triumph of Cortrz. 


Printed & Published by E. Tuomas, Denmark-Conrt, Exeter-'Change, Strand, 
Published also by C, Harris, 25, Bow Street, Covent Garden ; Cyapre. 
and Son, Royal Exchange ; and may be kad, by order, of all Newsmen, 
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Cheatce Ropal.. Covent Garden, 


This Evening, (9h time) a New Grand Historical Play, (with Music) oalled 


CORTEZ ; 
Or, the Conquest of Mexico. 


The Music, entirely new, composed by Mr BISHOP 
The Whole produced under the Direction of Mr FARLEY, 





SPANIARDS. 

Hernando Cortec, Mr COOPER, 
Gonzalez de Sandoval, Mr J. ISAACS, 
Pedro de Alvaradro, Mr? TAYLOR, 
Valesquez de Leon, His Prineipal } Me HORREBOW 
Diego de Ordaz, Officers. Mr COMER, 
Juan de Esculante, 4 Mr PARSLOE, 
Francisco de Lugo, Mr PYNE, 


Sancho, Farrier to the Forces, Mr FAWCETT; 


SPANISH CAVALRY, 
Mr DUCROW, Mr J. COLLETT, Messrs. Harris, Williams, Mungo, 
Dimond, G. Williams, Howes, J, Ducrow, Mackintosh, &e. 
WEXICANS. 





Teutile, . Two Caciques, Ambassadors to | Mr CLAREMONT 
Cuitalpitoc, Cortez from the Emperor, Mr MASON, 
Montezuma, Emp. of Mexico, Mr BAKER, Teluxo, Mr BENNETT, 


High Priest of the Great Temple of Cholula, Mr EVANS, 
Marina, (Sister of Teluxo, in the service of the Spaniards) Miss LOVE 
TLASCALANS. 

Maxic¢azin, (Cacique of Tiascala,) Mr CHAPMAN, 
Zocotxzin, : ite thins ; Mr T. P. COOKE, 
Acacix, : ‘ Mr DURUSET, 

Amazitli, (deloved by Zocotzin and Acaciv) Miss PATON, 
(For the Scenery see the opposite Page.) 
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To whieh will be added the Melo-drama of 


The Forty Thieves. 


Cassiii Baba, Mr ATKINS, Ali Baba, Mr BLANCHARD, 
Gancm, Mr DURUSET, Mustapha, Mr MEADOWS, 
Abdalla, (Captain of the Robbers) Mr BAKER, 
Hassarac, Mr EGERTON, First Robber, Mr COMER, 
2nd Rebber, Mr LEY, \Azib, Mr J. COOPER; Selim, Mr RYALS, 
Orcobrand, (Protector of the Robbers) Mr EVANS, 

Fairy of the Grotto, Miss BODEN, Gossmer, Miss R. BODEN, 
Cogia Baba, Miss LOVE, Morgiana, Miss FOOTE, 
Sylph, Miss H. BODEN, Zelie, Miss HENRY, Zaida, Mrs PEARCE 


J'o-morrow, Cortez, with Husbands and Wives, 
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Tieatre Ropal, Drury Lane. 





This Frening, Shakespeare's Play of 


The Winters Tale. 


Leontos, King of Sicilia; Mr MAGREADY, 
Mamilius, Master CARR, Comillo, Mr THOMPSON, 
Antigonus, Mr TERRY, Clcomenes, M PENLBY, 
Dion, Mr MERCER, Pochion, Mr YOUNGE, 

Thasias, Mr HOWELL, Keeper of the Prison, Mr ‘TURNOUR, 
Mariner, Mr GSMITH, = Florizel, Mr WALLACK, 
Polixenes, King of Bohemia, Mr ARCHER, Archidamus, Mr. Powe.t 
Autolycus, Me MUNDEN,. Clown, Mr: HARLEY, 

' Shepperd, Mr GATTIE, Neatherd, Mr HUGHES, 
‘Hertiione, Queen of Sicilia, Mrs BUNN, 
Perdita, Mrs W. WEST, Paulina, Mrs GLOVER, 
Emitia, Mrs KNIGHT, Lamina, Mrs Willmott, Hero, Mrs Webster, 
Mopsa, Miss CUBITT, Dorcas, Miss POVEY, 





After which, (19th time) a Grand Drama called The 


Cataract of the Ganges, 


Ackbar, (Emperor of Hindustan) Mr POWELL, 
| | Jam Sahib, (The Rajah of Guzerat) Mr. YOUNGE, 
Mokarra, (Grand Brahmin of the Jahrejah ere + Mr WALLACK 
5 Iran, (a young Hindu Warrior,) Mr PENLEY, ” 
Mokagee, (a Hindu Peasant) Mr J. BARNES, 
Ambassador, (from the Emperor of Hindustan) Mr WEBSTER, 
Mordaunt, (an Officer in the English Army,) Mr ARCHER, 
Jack Robinson, (Mordaunt's Servant,) Mr HARLEY, 
Combatants by Messrs. BLANCHARD, PAULO, ‘& HOWELL, 
Dessa, (Daughter of the Emperor of Hindustan) Miss PHILLIPS, 
Zamine, (of Guzerat,) Miss L. KELLY, 
Matali, (4 female Hindu Peasant of the Jhalla,)Mrs HARL OWE, 
Ubra, (her Daughter), Miss PQVEY, _f % 
ACT L.Beetic 1. Field of Rattle, (by Moonlight) after'the Confli¢t— Stanfield 
2. @findh Cottage, with distant View of the Country of Guzerat—Stanfeld. 
3. Hall of. Audience in the Rajah’s Palace—Marinari.. 4, Lake; and Mopn- 
tainons Scénery, with the Burning of Robinson’s Hut, and the distant Beacon 
of the Rajah—Roberis. 5. Hindu Terrace and Gardens—Roberts. 6.’ Grand 
Hindu Temple, in which will be introduced a Splendid Bridal Procession. 
ACT 2.—Scene |. The Shores of Guverat, in the Gulph of Cambay—Stanjfield 


2, Hivdu Terrace and Gardens, (as before)—Robherts. 3, Exterior of the- 


Pagoda of Brahnia in Jaggeraaut—Marin«ri. 4. Sanctuary of the Idol 
Brahma—Marineri. 5. Encampment of the Mahrattas—Roberts. 6. The 
4 Pile of Sacrifice on the Ganges—Stanfield and Andrews: ‘7. and 8; Con 
i flagr ation of the Wood, discovering the last Scene. of the Cataract—Stanjfield 


Andrews, and Holloghan, 
—To-morrow, (1st time) Caius Gracchus, with The Cataract: 
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